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Week Ending Friday, February 17, 1978 


Interview With the President 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session 
With Editors and News Directors. 
February 10, 1978 


THE Presivent. First of all, let me say 
that I’m very glad to have you at the 
White House. This has been a good ex- 
perience for us to have the editors and 
executives from the electronic media come 
to visit with our Cabinet members, on oc- 
casion, the White House staff members, 
and with me. And in some instances, the 
Members of Congress have invited the in- 
dividual editors to come to the Hill. 

I'd like to say just a few words and 
then spend the time we have answering 
your questions. 


ADMINISTRATION POLICIES 


This past week has been a fairly busy 
one for us, primarily because of the visit 
by President Sadat, the initiation of the 
Panama Canal treaty debates, and con- 
tinuing efforts—not so far successful—on 
the energy legislation. 

We have, now, the Congress ready to 
recess. And we'll be working this weekend 
for an arms package to go to the Hill con- 
cerning the Middle East. I think we have 
made some good progress in the last 12 
months in the Middle East. 


Foreign Minister Dayan is in our coun- 
try now. Prime Minister Begin is in Eu- 
rope. And Dayan will be meeting with Sec- 
retary of State Vance and, perhaps, with 
me when he gets to Washington. 

Roy Atherton, who’s been chief nego- 
tiator in the Middle East, will go back 
within a week or so to continue the pre- 
paration of a statement of principles that 
might be adequate, we hope will be ade- 
quate enough, for King Hussein to come 
into the discussions on the West Bank, 
Gaza Strip, and the Palestinian question. 

President Sadat has made it clear to us 
that there will be no signing of a separate 
agreement between himself and Prime 
Minister Begin unless the resolution that 
I’ve described on the West Bank and with 
the Palestinians is concluded. We have 
benefited greatly as a nation in seeing 
some progress made on the Middle East, 
and particularly with the new direct nego- 
tiations between Egypt and Israel. 

It’s a very discouraging and frustrating 
thing to be the intermediary or the mes- 
senger boy between a group of leaders in 
the Middle East who won’t even speak to 
each other. And when you carry a message 
from one to another, the one who receives 
it doesn’t like it and blames the adverse 
message partially on the messenger. And 
then when the reply gets back, there’s 
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always an allegation that the United 
States didn’t do its best to get a favorable 
answer. So, it’s been a very constructive 
thing just to get direct negotiations begun. 

I think the recognition by Egypt, pub- 
licly, of Israel’s right to exist, right to exist 
permanently, right to exist in peace, is 
very good. And the offer by President 
Sadat that if a peace treaty can be worked 
out, that there will be full peace and not 
just a cessation of belligerency, is a step in 
the right direction. 

I think Prime Minister Begin has been 
very forthcoming in receiving Sadat. His 
proposal for self-rule on the West Bank, 
Gaza Strip area, as presented to us here 
around this table, was a step in the right 
direction. So, we have some hopes there 
that we'll be successful. 

The vote on the Panama Canal treaties 
will be, perhaps, the most important vote 
that I will face during my own term of 
office. A loss or rejection of the treaties 
would be, I think, a very serious blow to 
our Nation’s interests. This is a patently 
bipartisan effort. All the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff who were appointed by Republican 
Presidents, the past Republican Secre- 
taries of State, as well as the Democratic 
Secretaries of State, are for it, and the 
business community is almost unanimously 
for it. It’s a difficult political question. 

I think the news media has done an ex- 
cellent job in explaining the reasons for 
the treaties, arguments pro and con, effec- 
tively to the public. Last year at this time 
the Foreign Affairs Institute, using, I 
think, George Gallup, showed only 8 per- 
cent of people were for the treaties; I 
think 70-something were against. The rest 
were undecided. 

And the recent Gallup poll showed that 
a plurality for the first time was in favor of 
the treaties, I think 45 to 42. That was 
before my fireside chat. We are interested 
to see whether we gained or lost support 
as a result of my explanation to the people. 
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I’ve enjoyed this first year in office. It’s 
been, obviously, an exciting and challeng- 
ing responsibility. 

Our home life has been good and pleas- 
ant. I think one of the best things that I 
can do as President is to keep close rela- 
tionships with the people throughout the 
country. So, this initiation of a series of 
meetings with you and others like you has 
been very helpful to us. 

One of the interesting things has been 
that your questions, in my opinion, have 
been much more substantive and perti- 
nent in many instances than the ones I get 
from the White House news correspond- 
ents, because they are encaptured here in 
the Washington environment and you 
bring a fresh and a parochial approach. 
And I use the word “parochial” in a posi- 
tive way, because you initiate questions 
that haven’t and wouldn’t ordinarily be 
detected or initiated here in Washington. 

I'd be glad to answer a few questions 
now for you. 


QUESTIONS 


FEDERAL DISASTER ASSISTANCE 


Q. Mr. President, Ray Rosenblum 
from WMOA, in Marietta, Ohio. My 
cousin, Jay Solomon,’ encouraged me to 
ask you this question. In view of the pro- 
found economic hardships already suf- 
fered in Ohio and the Northeast due to 
killer blizzards and massive snows, what 
do you think of expanding the statutory 
definition of major disasters, as opposed to 
the other definitions of major disasters, to 
permit more Federal economic assistance 
more rapidly to such hard-hit areas? 

THE PRESIDENT. My own experience in 
the last number of months—we’ve had all 
kinds of disasters 
ent statutes are adequate. I think in the 


has been that the pres- 


1 General Services Administrator. 
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aftermath of floods or tornadoes or heavy 
snowstorms or extreme drought, the re- 
ports back to me, following the alleviation 
of suffering, have been very good. 

Obviously, local business persons o1 
homeowners or Governors or mayors 
who’ve been through that trying an ex- 
perience always can accept more aid. But 
I think the present disaster program is 
adequate. 


WATER AND SEWAGE PROGRAMS 


Q. Mr. President, the Chicago suburbs 
have faced a rather severe and growing 
water supply crisis. They recently have 
been given allocations of Lake Michigan 
water, but the cost of financing distribu- 
tion systems seems almost irresolvable by 
some of these communities. Are there any 
Federal mechanisms that they could rely 
on to finance these over a period of 
decades? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, obviously, you're 
familiar with the present local public 
works programs, the EDA programs, the 
CETA programs, which give help in con- 
structive labor opportunities, and the ex- 
isting water and sewage programs already 
and historically in existence. 

We have a supplementary budget re- 
quest that has been before the Congress 
for months, which has been held up by 
the repeated votes on the B—1 bomber can- 
cellation. The Senate has voted with me 
on several occasions to terminate con- 
struction of the B—1 after the first four are 
completed, and the House is now facing 
another vote on this issue. 

I think there’s a $41% billion program 
in there for water and sewage programs. 
And this would be an additional help. 
We hope that that will be resolved very 
quickly. Obviously, I want it resolved so 
that we don’t waste another half a billion 
dollars or so building the fifth and sixth 
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B-1’s which will never be useful to our 
country. 

But there’s an historic commitment 
among many Members of Congress to 
support the B-1 program, but that’s the 
present holdup on additional help. But 
I think whenever we have expanded allo- 
cations of funds for education or for 
transportation or for housing, to some 
degree it relieves the local governments 
of a financial burden that they can then 
channel into special needs, obviously in- 
cluding drinking water in the Chicago 
area. 


ALLOCATION OF FEDERAL PROGRAM FUNDS 


Q. Some southern officials and south- 
western officials are concerned that the 
so-called Sunbelt /Snowbelt controversy is 
going to mean fewer Federal dollars for 
them in the coming years—the Commu- 
nity Housing and Development Act of 


1977, for an example. Are these fears 
justified, and does your administration 
plan to do anything to allay these fears? 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t think they are 
justified. I have taken a different philoso- 
phy from some of my predecessors in try- 
ing to concentrate Federal program funds 
in the most intensely needful areas. I think 
in the past there has been a tendency—for 
instance, in housing, just to use one ex- 
ample, where money is allocated by the 
Congress with the intention of helping the 
most destitute regions—that the money is 
channeled out into the more affluent sub- 
urban areas because of the higher educa- 
tional level, the better organizational 
structure, the more effective political pre- 
sentation to program administrators and, 
quite often, also to a better understanding 
of what the Federal programs offer. 

So, we’re trying to correct that—I 
wouldn’t say circumvention, but that dis- 
tortion of congressional intent. 
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The way the committee chairmanships 
and the voting patterns are ranged, I 
think there’s going to be an inherent bal- 
ance in the allocation formulae for Fed- 
eral programs. I cannot imagine any un- 
fairness evolving as a pattern between the 
Snowbelt and the Sunbelt regions, If it 
should develop and was detected by me, 
then I would move in an executive way 
to try to correct that. 


COAL STRIKE 


Q. Mr. President, do you have any 
timetable for intervening in the coal strike, 
in view of the emergencies in Indiana and 
West Virginia? 

Tue Presipent. No. We have helped 
in some way without invoking Taft-Hart- 
ley, both by the transfer of coal from ex- 
cessive supply areas to those where the 
coal is not available, within States, and 
also to try to preserve peace by the use of 
the FBI and other Federal means. 

We have encouraged the parties to con- 
tinue to negotiate when they seem to be 
disappointed and inclined to stop their 
effort. And on one occasion, we asked 
Arnold Miller * to delay a decision for 24 
hours—I think he decided 48 hours—to 
let there be a more careful consideration 
of the proposed agreement before it could 
be rejected out of hand. 

The Taft-Hartley law gives me the au- 
thority to bring the Federal Government 
into the discussions only if the national 
security is threatened, and that point has 
not yet been reached. We monitor on a 
daily basis the reserve supplies of coal, 
both geographically and industry by in- 
dustry. re: 

So, I will continue to keep aware of the 
specific needs; transfer of coal from one 
point to another, now, that’s already avail- 
able. And we still have a fairly heavy pro- 
duction of coal in the nonstrike areas. 


* President, United Mine Workers. 
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NATIONAL WATER POLICY 


Mr. President, Craig Lesser from 
Charlottesville, Virginia, formerly of Car- 
tersville, Georgia. 

Tuer Preswent. Oh, really? Well, ’'m 
glad to hear from you. 

Q. Mr. President, I was at the seminar 
in Denver, where we heard about water. 

THE PRESIDENT. I remember. 

Q. You, at that time, I believe, said that 
all kinds of decisions or discussions were 
going to be in public. How far along the 
road are you on a national water policy? 

Tue Preswent. It’ll be finished within 
the next couple of weeks and presented to 
me. And then I'll assess the recommenda- 
tions that are derived from the different 
agencies of the Federal Government—the 
Corps of Engineers, the Department of 
Interior, EPA, and others—and then I'll 
make a decision on it. I can’t tell you yet 
how long it would take me to decide, but 
the deadline for them to present it is 
within a couple of weeks. 

Q. How comprehensive do you antici- 
pate that’s going to be? 

Tue Present. I don’t know yet. But 
I am insistent upon the fact that the Fed- 
eral Government is not going to take over 
the responsibility for allocating water 
within States. 


POSTAL REFORM BILL 


Q. Mr. President, my name is Walter 
Grunfeld from Marathon, New York. I 
am one of ten thousand publishers in the 
weekly community field in the United 
States. And I’m sure that you are aware of 
H.R. 7700. I would like to tell you that 
we are wholly dependent in the weekly 
newspaper business on the United States 
mail service. 

I would ask you to give the bill every 
consideration, and perhaps you would 
give us some comment on how you feel 
about the postal reform bill at this time. 
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Tue Preswent. My hope is that the 
postal reform bill as presently drafted will 
not get out of the Rules Committee and, 
if it does, that it won’t pass. 

Q. Mr. President, do you suggest that 
perhaps—is there any way that we as an 
association or as community publishers, 
since it’s so important to us, can urge our 
association or the sponsors to modify that 
bill in any way? 

THE PRESIDENT. It’s a very complicated 
bill and far-reaching in its impact. It 
would have a very adverse effect on the 
Federal budget. I think that in general— 
I don’t mean conclusively—but in gen- 
eral, the Congress and the President 
ought to stay out of the administration of 
the Post Office itself. 

My own concern, among others, is that 
if the bill is approved and another $1! 
or $2 billion is allocated to the Post 
Office, that this might be an encourage- 
ment to channel that money not into bet- 
ter services, necessarily, but into imme- 
diate, additional increases in salaries for 
the postal employees. 

They already receive a higher level of 
pay than the average Federal employee. 
And as you know, this has to be nego- 
tiated according to standard manage- 
ment-labor contract terms. Those 
some of the concerns that I have. 

My guess is that the majority of the 
Members of Congress agree with the posi- 
tion that I’ve outlined to you. 


are 


SCHOOL DESEGREGATION 


Q. Mr. President, HEW has expressed 
displeasure with integration of the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina school system 
in addition to, perhaps, Virginia. And 
HEW has also said it’s going to monitor 
other States, including my State of South 
Carolina. 


They're using the stick approach of 
threatening to cut off, perhaps, new Fed- 
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eral funds to the universities who don’t 
desegregate and shuffle programs from 
mostly white schools to mostly black 
schools. 

Do you think it proper for HEW to get 
into the curriculum program of the uni- 
versities of, say, North Carolina, and take 
this approach? 

THE PresIwENT. As I’m sure you know, 
HEW got into the question because of a 
direct order from the Federal courts to 
ensure two primary things. One is a 
proper acceptance of black students in the 
predominantly white colleges and vice 
versa, so that there wouldn’t be a 95- or 
96-percent black or white student body. 

And the second thing is to ensure that 
the State legislatures and State boards of 
regents in the predominantly black col- 
leges didn’t give them a lower level of 
physical and educational service as con- 
trasted with the white colleges. 

I don’t think anybody could argue with 
those two basic principles. I think that, as 
you describe it, the punitive aspect of the 
HEW decision is quite modest. In other 
words, there won’t be any massive with- 
holding of Federal funds that would hurt 
all the students in a university system or 
even a single college. 

But funds will only be withheld if the 
States are adamant against complying 
with the Federal court ruling. And in those 
cases, the funds would be withheld only 
for specific, narrowly defined programs 
that relate to the nonsegregation act. 

So, I think that Joe Califano has done a 
very good job in dealing with that diffi- 
cult question. As you know, so far as I 
know, South Carolina and Arkansas, Ala- 
bama, Mississippi, Florida have all done 
quite well. The States, I understand from 
Secretary Califano as being a problem, are 
Georgia, North Carolina, and Virginia. 

Q. HEW just told us the other day that 
in the next year or so they intend to look 
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at other States, such as South Carolina, 
just to make sure they’re complying. 

Tue Present. I understand. Well, 
I’d like to reemphasize one more time, I 
don’t deplore nor do I disagree with the 
action HEW is taking. But it is in direct 
compliance with the Federal court order. 


FEDERAL REGIONAL OFFICES 


Q. Mr. President, given the path that 
your administration has taken relative to 
implementing domestic programs which 
address the negative impact of high un- 
employment levels among our cities, spe- 
cifically the intention of the Economic 
Development Administration Public 
Works program and the $400 million 
Housing and Urban Development Urban 
Action Grants program, it seems that 
many key Carter appointments within 
these two agencies have yet to be made. 
How does this situation affect the deliv- 
ery of these well-intended programs? I’m 
referring to the Indianapolis head area 
office directorship, and the Chicago EDA 
regional office directorship. 

THE PresIpENT. Just before lunch, I 
came back from a conference, that has 
been underway now for 2 days, of all of 
our top regional officers representing the 
agencies that you’ve described and others. 
It’s the first time this has ever been done. 

When I came into office, I was very 
disappointed, as a past Governor, with 
the effectiveness of regional offices. And 
one of the options that we assessed was to 
eliminate these offices altogether. After 8 
or 10 months of study at the Cabinet level 
and out in the field, we decided to put 
them together in a much more effective 
fashion, to keep them informed about 
basic thrusts not only of legislation itself 
but of implementing procedures. 

We've eliminated the disharmonies 
among Cabinet officers that previously 
were mirrored at the regional level. And 
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I’ve asked these regional leaders of 10 
regions this morning, plus, I guess, a hun- 
dred or so others, at the end of a year to 
give me a report on how well they were 
doing to work closely with the State and 
local officials, to have innovative programs 
on their own, and to call me directly if 
there was ever any obstacle to good ad- 
ministration at the Cabinet level or at the 
White House staff level. 

I think that we have gone through a 12- 
month period of complete reassessment. 
But I feel confident that now the regional 
offices will have a rapidly increasing de- 
gree of both autonomy and responsibility. 


NATIONAL ENERGY PLAN 


Q. Mr. President, I’ve been a believer 
in the energy program from the start. And 
in our house, which is 50 years old, be- 
tween last year and this year, in the same 
month, we saved 17,000 cubic feet of natu- 
ral gas through insulation measures and 
other measures, putting in a new furnace 
and this and that. Where do we stand on 
the energy program right now? 

THE PRreEsIDENT. I proposed a compre- 
hensive energy plan last April 20. The 
House passed it in August—a very good 
program which was completely acceptable 
to me. The Senate passed an unacceptable 
program, which they acknowledged to be 
unacceptable, just to get to conference last 
October or November. And since then, the 
conference committee of the Senate has 
been split 9 to 9, and not a single member 
has changed his vote. Senator Lee Metcalf 
died, which left the committee 9 to 8. 

And we have not been able to get a 
full committee meeting even in the Sen- 
ate. Senator Jackson is the chairman of 
the Senate conferees. He’s been working 
literally day and night since Christmas, 
trying to work out some resolution of the 
question that’s been the major obstacle, 
and that is the pricing of natural gas. 
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They’ve now agreed in principle on de- 
regulation with an initial price of natural 
gas, an increase in natural gas, with a cer- 
tain percentage per year, complete de- 
regulation to exist some years in the 
future. I’m being vague because the posi- 
tion of the Senators is vague. They've 
worked out at least alternate proposals 
on the definition of new gas, both on 
land and in the Outer Continental Shelf 
areas. 

I met this morning with Senator How- 
ard Baker. I met the day before yesterday 
with Senator Jackson. And both of them 
feel that we will have an energy bill. Afte1 
we finish the natural gas deregulation 
discussion in the Senate, then before 
there’s an actual vote, there would be a 
meeting with the House conferees and 
Dr. Schlesinger, who would represent me, 
and there would be a fairly general con- 
sensus that this is what we will support. 

Then the conference committee will 
send their recommendations back to the 
House and Senate. That would leave the 
oil pricing legislation as the only remain- 
ing issue. And I’ve had indications from 
the Senators, Senator Long and others, 
that once the natural gas problem is re- 
solved, there would be a fairly rapid de- 
cision on the crude oil equalization tax 
question—whether or not they have a 
reserve fund to enhance oil production 
and how the collected taxes would be 
distributed. 

So, I’ve been very disappointed at the 
delay. The first veto of a natural gas de- 
regulation bill was in 1950, 28 years ago. 
And I have never seen in my own expe- 
rience, and the Members of Congress tell 
me that they’ve never seen such a compli- 
cated subject with so many highly con- 
flicting and intensely held opinions and 
with such a repeated and ancient commit- 
ment expressed for conflicting points of 
view by previous votes. 
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It’s very hard for a Congress Member 
to vote five times in a row for deregulation 
instantly and then decide that he’ll wait 
8 years before it’s deregulated, or 5 years, 
and so forth. The inability to compromise 
has been very hard. But I would say that 
we will have bills. It’s of crucial impor- 
tance. And I think the Congress is feeling 
an increasing desire to resolve this issue 
once and for all. My understanding from 
the Senate leaders is that as soon as the 
Panama Canal treaties are completed, 
that energy will be the number one item 
on the agenda. 


TAX REFORM 


Q. Mr. President, you’ve recommended 
a $25 billion tax cut program. The Re- 
publicans on the other hand have the 
Kemp-Roth bill, which would cut taxes by 
about 33 percent over a 3-year period. 
Why do you think your package is better 
than theirs? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, you know, as 
President, I had all the options to choose 
from. We assessed tax packages all the 
way from $10 billion to $50 billion. And 
I felt that we needed several things re- 
lated to taxes: One was a reform of some 
of the inequities that seemed to me to be 
obvious to provide more fairness; sec- 
ondly, a substantial simplification of the 
tax laws and, therefore, the tax forms to 
be filled out; and an overall tax reduction. 

I think that our proposal reduces the 
taxes of a four-person family, for every- 
one in the country who makes less than 
$100,000 or $200,000. And it more than 
compensates in almost every instance for 
the increase in social security taxes. 

The primary people that are having to 
pay increased social security taxes are 
those who make $20,000, roughly, or 
above. They deliberately ignore the fact 
that although they are paying more for 
social security, their retirement benefits 
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under social security will be substantially 
enhanced because they’ll have a higher 
level of income on which to base their ulti- 
mate monthly retirement benefits. So, I 
think that in balance that the purposes are 
met. 

As far as the choice between $20 billion 
and $30 billion or $25 billion or $15 bil- 
lion or $35 billion—that’s somewhat of an 
arbitrary figure. I wanted to be sure that 
our deficit this year, this coming year, was 
no larger than the one this year, in spite 
of the tax decrease. A $25 billion tax re- 
duction shows up as a $15 billion or $20 
billion net increase in the deficit. Without 
that, we would have had a substantial 
reduction. That’s one factor. 

Next year, the deficit would be much 
less than it is in the ’79 budget. I wanted 
to be sure we didn’t contribute to in- 
creased inflation. And this is another im- 
portant matter. I think that we wanted to 
have some economic stimulation. 

Our goal is to continue a downward 
trend in unemployment, although it would 
be a slight downward trend as we project 
it in 1978. And I wanted to try to have a 
target of 434 to 5 percent on increasing 
the GNP in real terms. 

In our judgment, mine and the econo- 
mists who work with me—the Secretary 
of Treasury, Commerce, and others—the 
$25 billion figure was the one that best fit 
all those requirements, 


SOCIAL SECURITY 


Q. Mr. President, it was mentioned 
earlier this morning that there may be 
some reconsideration being given to the 
social security bill. Can you comment on 
that? Are you reconsidering or do you 
know if the Members of Congress are 
reconsidering? 

THE PresmwENT. Well, I think all of the 
Members of Congress are concerned. As 
you know, the bill that was passed by 
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Congress was much more costly to the 
working families, the taxpayers, than the 
one we proposed. 

We thought that there ought to be some 
shift of funds from one social security 
reserve fund to another when needed, and 
that when the inflation rate and the un- 
employment rate had an exceptionally 
high drain on the social security system, 
that general funds should be used and 
triggered for those transient times. 

The Congress rejected both those ele- 
ments and put all the burden of paying 
the social security increase on the working 
families themselves. I think there will be a 
continuing reassessment of how to better 
balance the origin of the funds. 

With a lowered unemployment rate 
and, I guess, more specifically, a much 
higher participation in the labor force, 
you tend to build up the reserve funds for 
a given level of taxation. That will help. I 
think the unemployment compensation 
payments are dropping off. 

So, a growing economy will help us to 
protect the integrity of the social security 
system. The present level of social security 
payments is completely attributable not to 
this past year’s legislation, but to previous 
legislation that had built in automatic in- 
creases. And that’s something that the 
public has forgotten, as well. But I don’t 
see any substantial change in the social 
security income and payment. 

The system has got to have fiscal integ- 
rity on a permanent basis. And I think 
this will provide it. There may be some 
modification by the Congress in the future 
of exactly where the origin of those funds 
might be and more flexibility in shifting 


money from one fund to another. 

Mr. WurrFeE. Thank you, Mr. Presi- 
dent. 

Tue Preswent. Thank all of you. I’ve 
really enjoyed being with you and hope 
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you've had a good time coming to the 
White House. It was an experience that 
I never had. [Laughter] 

And I want to express my thanks again 
for the great coverage that we’ve gotten 
from you—both approbation and criti- 
cism—it’s very helpful. Every night about 
9:30 or 10 o'clock, I get a news summary 
of, I guess, 8 or 10 pages, that comes 
upstairs to the White House. And it has 
selected editorial comments from, I think, 
about 200 papers in the Nation. 

We have a summary of each item on the 
evening network news and how many sec- 
onds were devoted to that subject. And 
we have the AP and UPI reports that 
come to me that evening. And of course, 
I read a lot of newspapers and magazines 
myself. But the feedback from around the 
country on a daily basis or even more fre- 


quently serves as a great guide to us about 
what the needs of our people are. 


We quite often detect the unsuccessful 
administration of a program or an un- 
detected need from what you report to 
your own readers and listeners and 
viewers. And I just want to thank you for 
giving me this chance to reestablish a good 
relationship with you, at least as far as 
communications goes. 

You know, I don’t know all the answers. 
I’ve learned a lot in this past year. And I 
think we’ve got a good working relation- 
ship with the Congress that perhaps did 
not exist 8 or 10 months ago. I’ve learned 
about them. They’ve learned about me. 
And there’s an ease of communication 
and exchange of ideas that didn’t exist 
this time last year. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The interview began at 1 p.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. Walter W. 
Wurfel is Deputy Press Secretary. 

The transcript of the interview was released 

on February 11. 


Feb. 11 


United Mine Workers Strike 


Statement by the President. 
February 11, 1978 


In recent weeks I have been following 
closely developments in the coal strike. 
Earlier this week it appeared that the 
impasse might be over when the bargain- 
ers reached a tentative agreement on a 
new contract. 

Recent events, however, have slowed 
and, perhaps, threatened ratification of 
that contract. At the same time, the situ- 
ation in some areas of the country has 
become a matter of increasing concern. 

Voluntary power cutbacks have become 
widespread in the east-central region, cen- 
tering in Ohio, and several utilities have 
ordered mandatory cutbacks to industrial 
customers. More such cutbacks will follow 
even if the strike is settled soon, and em- 
ployment impacts will be felt shortly. 

In view of the uncertainties of the cur- 
rent situation, I have instructed members 
of my Cabinet to accelerate planning and 
preparation for any contingencies that 
may arise from continuation of the strike. 

—I have asked the Secretary of Labor, 
working in close cooperation with the Fed- 
eral Mediation and Conciliation Service, 
to continue efforts to facilitate the collec- 
tive bargaining process. 

—I have asked the Secretary of Energy 
(1) to identify and plan for possible 
movements of coal to points of critical 
shortage, and (2) to continue his efforts 
to ensure maximum possible electric 
power transfer into the affected region 
from other electric utility systems not af- 
fected by the coal strike. 

—I have asked the Administrator of 
General Services to ensure that all Fed- 
eral facilities in the affected region reduce 
their power consumption to minimum 
necessary levels, effective immediately. 

—TI have instructed the Administrator 
of the Environmental Protection Agency 
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to provide expedited review of any re- 
quests for temporary relaxation of the 
Clean Air Act regulations that may be 
needed. 

—TI have instructed the Attorney Gen- 
eral, working in close cooperation with the 
Governors of the affected States, to review 
and plan for any Federal measures that 
may be needed to ensure continued peace 
and lawfulness in the areas most affected 
by the strike. 

—In addition, I have requested forma- 
tion of a Federal/State task force, with 
headquarters in Canton, Ohio, to coordi- 
nate efforts to ensure that employment 
and human need consequences of power 
cutbacks are minimized, and that power 
brought into the affected region is shared 
equitably. This task force, to be composed 
of Governors, representatives of Federal 
agencies, State public utility commissions, 
private and public utilities and industrial 
users, will be established immediately and 
will convene initial meetings within the 
next few days. 

I continue to believe that the solution 
to the strike must be worked out in free 
collective bargaining by the parties. I 
hope that all those involved in the strike 
will abide by the law and act responsibly 
in all respects. I urge all parties to re- 
spect the principles of fairness and cooper- 
ation during the days ahead. 

Those in areas most affected by the 
strike have already made great sacrifices. 
Before the strike is over, and for several 
weeks thereafter until the normal flow of 
coal is restored, even greater hardship 
will occur. I urge all those in areas threat- 
ened by power cutbacks to conserve 
energy, so that these sacrifices are shared 
equally and so that no one will suffer un- 


fairly or unnecessarily. 
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Energy Emergency in Ohio 


Statement by the President. 
February 11, 1978 


Based on a petition submitted to me by 
the Governor of the State of Ohio, pursu- 
ant to Section 110(f) of the Clean Air Act, 
I hereby determine that a regional energy 
emergency exists in the State of Ohio of 
such severity that a temporary suspension 
of certain particulate control regulations 
under the Ohio Air Quality Implementa- 
tion Plan may be necessary, and that other 
means of responding to the energy emer- 
gency may be inadequate. This determina- 
tion shall be effective for not more than 
thirty (30) days, provided that the State 
of Ohio shall hold the public hearing re- 
quired by Section 110(f) of the Clean Air 
Act within 1 week of this determination. 
The Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency retains full authority 
to disapprove temporary suspensions of 
regulations in Ohio on a case-by-case basis 
and to exercise his emergency powers au- 
thority under Section 303 of the Clean 
Air Act, when and if necessary. 

I urge the Governor to act with due 
care if he suspends air pollution regula- 
tions under the authority provided by this 
determination, since such regulations are 
important to protect public health. 


Overseas Private Investment 
Corporation 


Nomination of James M. Friedman and 
Richard R. Swann To Be Members of the 
Board of Directors. February 13, 1978 


The President today announced that he 
will nominate James M. Friedman and 
Richard R. Swann to be members of the 
Board of Directors of the Overseas Pri- 
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vate Investment Corporation for terms 
expiring December 17, 1979. 

Friedman, of Shaker Heights, Ohio, 
would replace Gustave Hauser, whose 
term has expired. Friedman was born 
August 1, 1941, in Cleveland, Ohio. He 
received an A.B. from Dartmouth College 
in 1963 and a J.D. from Harvard Law 
School in 1966. He practiced law in 
Cleveland from 1967 to 1971 and from 
1972 to the present. In 1971 and 1972, he 
was executive counsel to then-Governor 
John Gilligan of Ohio. Friedman was 
chairman of the Ohio Civil Rights Com- 
mission from 1972 to 1974. 

Swann, of Orlando, Fla., would replace 
James A. Suffridge, whose term has ex- 
pired. Swann was born May 5, 1940, in 
Orlando. He received an A.B. in 1961 and 
a J.D. in 1963 from Duke University. He 
is an attorney in Orlando. He is currently 
special counselor to the Florida treasurer 
and insurance commissioner. He _ has 
served on the Orange County Budget 
Commission and the Orlando-Orange 
County Expressway Authority. 


Food for Peace Program 


Letter to Five Congressional Committee Chair- 


men. February 13, 1978 

In accordance with the International 
Development and Food Assistance Act of 
1977, I herewith forward a comprehen- 
sive study of the payment of ocean freight 
differentials between United States-flag 
rates and foreign-flag rates when United 
States-flag vessels are required to be used 
for the shipment of agricultural commodi- 
ties under the Agricultural Trade Devel- 
opment and Assistance Act of 1954 
(PL-480). 

I endorse the recommendation of the 
study that the responsibility for funding 
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PL-480 ocean freight differentials be re- 
tained in the Department of Agriculture, 
but that the presentation of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture’s budget to the Con- 
gress be improved by clearly identifying 
these costs as support of the U.S. mer- 
chant marine. I believe that the recom- 
mended change in budget presentation 
will avoid the concealment of a subsidy 
in the budget without imposing an undue 
administrative burden on the departments 
and agencies. 
Sincerely, 
Jummy CarTER 

NOTE: This is the text of identical letters ad- 
dressed to Thomas S. Foley, chairman, House 
Committee on Agriculture; Herman E. Tal- 
madge, chairman, Senate Committee on Agri- 
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry; Warren G. 
Magnuson, chairman, Senate Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and _ Transportation; 
John M. Murphy, chairman, House Committee 
on Merchant Marine and Fisheries; and 
Clement J. Zablocki, chairman, House Com- 
mittee on International Relations. 


Federal Summer Employment 
Program for Youth 


Memorandum From the President. 
February 14, 1978 


Memorandum for the Heads of Depart- 
ments and Agencies 

When schools throughout the Nation 
close for the summer, many young men 
and women will be seeking summer jobs. 
This year, due to the high degree of un- 
employment among youth, Federal man- 
agers, and employers in the private sector, 
must increase their efforts to provide 
meaningful employment experiences for 
young Americans. 

Through summer employment, young 
people will have opportunities to apply 
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what they have learned in the classroom. 
For many, summer employment will en- 
able them to earn funds necessary to re- 
turn to school in the fall. 

I am asking each of you to personally 
support the Federal Summer Employment 
Program for Youth. In selecting students 
to work in the Federal Government, we 
must ensure that special efforts are made 
to attract needy young people. For this 
reason, we are again setting an employ- 
ment goal of one needy youth for every 
forty regular employees. 

Chairman Alan K. Campbell and his 
staff at the Civil Service Commission will 
provide leadership to the Summer Em- 
ployment Program, and will report to me 
on our accomplishments. Commission 
staff will soon be providing you with more 
details on the program. 

I urge each of you to take full advan- 
tage of this opportunity. 


Jimmy CarTER 


United Mine Workers Strike 


Remarks on the Stalemate in the Negotiations. 
February 14, 1978 


The present stalemate in the coal strike 
inflicts continuing and increasing hard- 
ships on this country and also on the 
miners, both active and retired. It cannot 
be allowed to continue. 

[ have just directed the Secretary of 
Labor to convey to negotiators for man- 
agement and for the mineworkers my per- 
sonal and most urgent request that serious 
negotiations be resumed immediately here 
in the White House. 

I’ve also instructed the Secretary of 
Labor to participate personally in these 
negotiations and to give me a report, at 
least daily, on progress that is being made 


in resolving the present stalemate. 
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I continue to support the collective bar- 
gaining process. However, the welfare of 
this country must be my overriding con- 
cern. Renewed negotiations here in the 
White House must be viewed as a final 
opportunity for this bargaining process to 
work. If it does not, then I will have no 
choice but to resort to stronger measures. 

While law enforcement is a primary 
responsibility of State and local govern- 
ments, I’ve also asked the Attorney Gen- 
eral to give me a complete assessment of 
the powers available to ensure protection 
of life and property in these extraordinary 
circumstances. 

Reporter. Mr. President, would you 
invoke the Taft-Hartley Act if they failed 
to negotiate? 

THE PresipENT. That’s one of the op- 
tions available to me, yes. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5 p.m. to re- 
porters assembled in the Briefing Room at the 
White House. 


Energy Emergency in Indiana 


Statement by the President. 
February 15, 1978 


Based on a petition submitted to me by 
the Governor of the State of Indiana, 
pursuant to Section 110(f) of the Clean 
Air Act, I hereby determine that a region- 
al energy emergency exists in the State of 
Indiana of such severity that a temporary 
suspension of certain particulate and sul- 
fur dioxide control regulations and regu- 
lations governing reserves of low sulfur 
coal under the Indiana Air Quality Im- 
plementation Plan may be necessary and 
that other means of responding to the en- 
ergy emergency may be inadequate. This 
determination shall be effective for not 
more than thirty (30) days, provided that 
the State of Indiana shall hold the public 
hearing required by Section 110(f) of the 





Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1978 


Clean Air Act within one week of this 
determination. If, during the period of 
suspension, I determine that a regional 
energy emergency no longer exists in In- 
diana, I will direct that the temporary 
suspension be terminated promptly. The 
Administrator of the Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency retains full authority to 
disapprove temporary suspensions of reg- 
ulations in Indiana and to exercise his 
emergency powers authority under Sec- 
tion 303 of the Clean Air Act, when and 
if necessary. 

I urge the Governor to act with due 
care if he suspends air pollution regula- 
tions under the authority provided by this 
determination, since such regulations are 
important to protect public health. 

I also urge the Governor to implement 
fully all necessary energy conservations 
measures, including those power curtail- 
ment orders cited in the petition, so that 
the necessity for suspension of pollution 
control regulations can be minimized. 


NOTE: The statement was released on Feb- 
ruary 16. 


International Atomic 
Energy Agency 


Nomination of Roger Kirk To Be U.S. 
Deputy Representative. February 16, 1978 


The President today announced that 
he will nominate Roger Kirk, of Wash- 
ington, D.C., to be the Deputy Repre- 
sentative of the United States to the In- 
ternational Atomic Energy Agency. He 
would replace Galen L. Stone, who has 
been nominated to be Ambassador to 
Cyprus. 

Kirk was born November 2, 1930, in 
Newport, R.I. He received a B.A. from 
Princeton University in 1952. He served 
in the U.S. Air Force from 1952 to 1955. 
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Kirk served as foreign affairs officer at 
the State Department from 1955 to 1957, 
and as political officer in Rome from 1957 
to 1959. In 1959 and 1960, he was Spec- 
ial Assistant in the Office of the Secre- 
tary of State. 

In 1960 and 1961, Kirk was public af- 
fairs officer of the Office of Soviet Union 
Affairs. In 1962-63 he took Russian lan- 
guage and area training. He was political 
officer in Moscow from 1963 to 1965, in 
New Delhi from 1965 to 1967, and in Sai- 
gon from 1967 to 1969. 

From 1969 to 1971, Kirk was special 
assistant in the Bureau of East Asian and 
Pacific Affairs. In 1971-72 he took the 
senior seminar at the Foreign Service In- 
stitute. In 1972 and 1973, he was on de- 
tail as Deputy Assistant Director of the 
at the 
Disarmament 


International Relations Bureau 


US. 


Agency. 


Arms Control and 

Kirk was Ambassador to the Somali 
Democratic Republic from 1973 to 1975. 
Since 1975 he has been Deputy Director 
of the Bureau of Intelligence and Re- 
search at the State Department. 


Pension Benefit Guaranty 
Corporation 
Appointment of Three Members of the Board 


of Directors. February 16, 1978 
The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of three persons to be members 
of the Board of Directors of the Pension 
Benefit Guaranty Corporation for terms 
expiring February 19, 1980. They are: 
KennetuH L. Houck, currently a member of 
this Board; assistant general 
Bethlehem Steel until his retirement in 
1974; and management trustee of the 
United Mine Workers Health and Retire- 
ment Funds. 


counsel of 
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Rosert Titove, senior vice president and 
consultant on employee benefit plans at 
Martin E. Segal Co. in New York. He re- 
places Eugene Burroughs, whose term has 
expired. 

Caro, W. TRENCHER, currently a member of 
this Board, and a partner in the New York 
law firm of Dewey, Ballantine, Bushby, 
Palmer & Wood, where she works in the 
field of employee benefits. 

The Pension Benefit Guaranty Corpo- 
ration is an independent Government 
corporation established under the Em- 
ployee Retirement Income Security Act 
of 1974, to insure private sector defined 
benefit pension plans. 


United Nations Children’s Fund 


Appointment of George I. Lythcott as U.S. 
Alternate Representative on the Executive 
Board. February 16, 1978 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of George I. Lythcott as Alter- 
nate Representative of the United States 
on the Executive Board of the United Na- 
tions Children’s Fund. 

Lythcott, 59, of Reston, Va., is Ad- 
ministrator of the Health Services Ad- 
ministration at the Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare. He is a physi- 
clan, specializing in pediatrics, and has 
served as a consultant to various Govern- 
ment agencies. 


Interview With the President 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session 
With Representatives of Black Media Associa- 
tions. February 16, 1978 


THe PresipENT: Well, let me say, first 
of all, that it’s a great pleasure and an 
honor for us to have you here today in 
the White House. I know that the his- 
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tory of black journalism in our country 
is a very fine and honorable one. And 
I had a chance to commemorate, I 
think, the 150th anniversary by greet- 
ing some of you in the Oval Office this 
past year. 


MInorITy PROGRAMS 


Very shortly I intend to send to the 
Congress a message, within the next 
week or two, extending the CETA pro- 
gram, so that we can focus roughly $13 
billion worth of public service job 
money more narrowly on areas where it 
is needed. In addition to that, we’ll add 
$400 million in private sector jobs. 

This past year we had a substantial in- 
crease in employment among black Amer- 
icans, I think about 6.7 percent, and 
among black teenagers, an increase of 7.8 
percent. But that still leaves a tremen- 
dous unemployment rate, particularty 
among our young people. 

We have plans in the 1979 budget to 
triple the amount of money devoted to the 
training and employment of young minor- 
ity teenagers, from roughly $776 million 
to about $2.3 billion. So, we are making 
steady progress, and many of the pro- 
grams that we initiated with the help of 
the Congress in 1978 are just now begin- 
ning to have its full effect be observed. 

In addition, we have passed our goal of 
having $100 million in Federal money de- 
posited in minority-owned banks, and we 
will meet our goal of more than 10 per- 
cent of the local public works projects be- 
ing devoted or assigned to minority busi- 
nesses for completion. 

I’ve instructed all executive agencies 
in the Federal Government to double in 
this and the next fiscal year the amount 
of purchases of equipment and supplies 
from black or minority-owned businesses. 

And the last point that I wanted to 
make is that we will send to the Congress 
very shortly a complete reorganization of 
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our civil rights agencies in the Federal 
Government. I think you’ll have a chance 
this afternoon to meet with Eleanor 
Holmes Norton, who will be able to an- 
swer your questions more specifically 
about that. 

We have a long way to go in our coun- 
try in meeting the legitimate needs of citi- 
zens who have been deprived too long 
of equal employment opportunities, equal 
educational opportunities, and equal op- 
portunities, once they establish through 
their initiative, a 
treated fairly by their own government. 
But we are making progress, and it’s grati- 
fying to me to be able to make this brief 
report to you. 


own business, to be 


And I hope that during the next 
months, as these programs become effec- 
tive, Congress authorizes the appropria- 
tion of money—and I think we have an 
excellent chance to be successful—that 
you will help us by reporting to Bunny 
Mitchell or someone else in the White 
House or me directly if you see the need, 
any absence of completing the goals that 
I’ve described to you. 

We have a good attitude in the Con- 
gress. The Congressional Black Caucus is 
very vocal, very well organized, very force- 
ful. They help to inspire me to do a better 
job, and I think they will tell you that 
we have a good working relationship here. 


Ill be glad to answer any questions that 
you might have about these or other mat- 


ters for a few minutes. I’ve got to go at 
1:30. I’ve got to meet with Foreign Min- 
ister Dayan, and I'd like to save enough 
time to get a photograph with you all, if 
you have no objection. 


QUESTIONS 
MINORITY PROGRAMS 


Q. One quick question I have, Mr. 
President, is that in view of some of the 
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programs you wish to put into effect, once 
it’s seen that they are moving ahead or 
the timetable being so important, is it 
possible perhaps by Executive order to get 
some things rolling sooner? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, some of the things 
I’ve described to you are being done by 
Executive order. For instance, the increase 
in deposits in black banks—that was done 
by orders from me to my Cabinet mem- 
bers. 

The doubling of purchases from black- 
owned suppliers of equipment and sup- 
plies was done by Executive order. We’ve 
had 10 percent built into the law as a 
target for black-owned contractors in 
public works projects for construction, 
ground preparation. The last report I got 
was we were exceeding that; we were at 
about 14 percent level. That’s at Com- 
merce Department. 

And of course, the reorganization of 
the civil rights agencies in the Federal 
Government is done under the reorga- 
nization bill. I don’t have to get a law 
passed. What I do is submit the reorga- 
nization plan to the Congress, and if they 
don’t veto it, it goes into effect. It’s kind 
of a Executive order, in 
other words. 


combination 


Now, the tripling of money set aside for 
minority youth employment is a budget 
item, and that specific tripling of the 
money allotted for youth employment does 
have to be approved by the Congress. 

Q. I was concerned about SBA [Small 
Business Administration] or OMBE [Of- 
fice of Minority Business Enterprise]. 

THE Preswwent. The SBA, particu- 
larly Title 8-A program, is being done 
now by Vernon Weaver, who’s the ad- 
ministrator of that Agency. And I don’t 
believe that we will be delayed because of 
congressional action. I think we can pro- 
ceed with a greater number of reforms 
there to make sure that the present law is 
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administered properly, which it really 
wasn’t the last 8 years. 


ENERGY EMERGENCY AND THE COAL STRIKE 


Q. You’re meeting with the Governors 
this afternoon, and I’m wondering what 
help you’re going to be able to give to 
the State of Ohio, where the poor are 
really affected by the recent weather prob- 
lems, the coal strike. 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, we were success- 
ful last night, as ycu know, in getting the 
coal operators and the mine-workers back 
to the negotiating table. They recom- 
menced their negotiations this morning 
at 9:30 under the auspices of and with 
the help of the Secretary of Labor 
directly. 

In the meantime, though, there are a 
lot of things we can do to prevent people 
from becoming unemployed. One is to 
transfer electric power from the surround- 
ing areas into the 12 States that are most 
heavily impacted by cold weather and by 
heavy dependence upon coal. 

Another thing that we can do is to 
transfer coal, either within States or across 
State lines, from one source of supply, 
where the inventory might be quite high, 
to another one, which is in danger of hav- 
ing to shut down an electric power pro- 
duction plant. 

Another thing that we need to do is to 
make sure that any transfer of that kind 
in coal is done without violence to those 
who are trying to transport those supplies. 
And this is primarily a responsibility of the 
local and State officials. And, of course, we 
have to be sure that we, at the Federal 
level, give full support and coordination. 

What I'll do this afternoon with the 12 
Governors—the attendance will be a hun- 
dred percent because of the seriousness of 
the problem—is to exchange ideas and 


communications with them and set up a 
mechanism in the White House so that 
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any particular problem that evolves in 
Ohio or Indiana, Pennsylvania, the others, 
can be addressed to me directly without 
delay. 

We have some administrative action 
that can be taken. For instance, when 
coal is burned in complete compliance 
with environmental protection standards, 
it’s only at about 96 percent of the effi- 
ciency than if it’s burned and you emit 
some stack gases, because you can shut 
down the air scrubbers and get a little bit 
more power production per ton of coal. 
And during the 30-day energy emergency 
that I have declared, the Environmental 
Protection Agency can authorize the Gov- 
ernors to let coal be burned without the 
stack scrubbers that take about 4 percent 
of the power away. So, there are a few 
things we can do in this manner. 

I think that we also have to prepare for 
the eventuality that I hope we never see, 
of a breakdown in the negotiations. And 
if we do have to invoke the Taft-Hartley 
Act—and I sincerely hope we will not— 
then the Federal courts, if they agree that 
an injunction is necessary, would get such 
an injunction, and it would require a lit- 
tle more attention then to law enforce- 
ment to make sure that there is no vio- 
lence perpetrated against persons or prop- 
erty. 


ADMINISTRATION ACCESSIBILITY; BLACK 
REPORTERS; D.C. HOME RULE 


Q. Mr. President, you mentioned for 
us to contact Bunny Mitchell. I’ve called 
her on several occasions, and I have sev- 
eral different people answering the phone. 
Does she have a staff, or, if not, would 
you see to it that she get a staff, inasmuch 
as she is going to be handling these prob- 
lems? 

Number two, we have correspondents 
here—and I don’t know whether it’s by 
omission or not—but we have a tend- 
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ency, we don’t have an opportunity for 
black reporters to participate in your 
press conferences. Very seldom are they 
given an opportunity to ask you a ques- 
tion. 

And then the final question, I want to 
thank you on behalf of District employees, 
as far as coming out for home rule. How 
do you envision our getting full voting 
privileges here in our Nation’s Capital? 
Do you have any predictions of what we 
could do? 

THE Preswent. Well, in the first 
place, if you need to contact the White 
House itself, Bunny is the proper one to 
call. Or if there’s a matter that relates to 
domestic affairs, to Stu Eizenstat; if a 
matter relates to employment opportuni- 
ties, it would be the EEOC [Equal Em- 
ployment Opportunity Commission]; and 
if it relates to transportation, obviously 
you'd call the Secretary of Transporta- 
tion. 

I don’t mean that whatever problem 
comes up that you have to call the White 
House to get it done. I think the best ap- 
proach would be for you to call the mem- 
ber of the Cabinet who’s responsible for 
that particular function. And I hope that 
after today all of you will know at least 
fairly clearly which department has 
which responsibility. Obviously, housing 
and urban development would come 
under Pat Harris; the Commerce Depart- 
ment administers the local public works 
programs and the EDA programs, and 
that would be Juanita Kreps. Anything 
related to transportation would be Brock 
Adams; and anything related to health, 
education, and welfare, Joe Califano. 

I think the first preference would be 
for you to go to the Cabinet. I should 
have made that clear. 


Bunny is my staff person in the White 
House. I have seven senior staff members. 


She is one of the seven, and we have a 
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very small staff support here at the White 
House. We don’t have a Haldeman- 
Ehrlichman. You don’t have to go 
through the White House to get to a per- 
son who’s administering a specific pro- 
gram. 

Since you live in the District, quite 
often your people will be Federal employ- 
ees and might be complaining about equal 
employment opportunity. Eleanor Holmes 
Norton would be the one to contact di- 
rectly on that. 

If you don’t get satisfaction though at 
the Cabinet level, then I would welcome 
you calling the White House directly. 

The question about voting rights in the 
District, we have endorsed this full rep- 
resentation for the District of Columbia. 
The hearings are now going on, I think, 
in the House Judiciary Committee. As 
you know, it would require a constitu- 
tional amendment to authorize the Dis- 
trict of Columbia to be treated in the Con- 
gress as a State. The District of Columbia 
would not be a State, but it would have 
two Senators and the equivalent number 
of House Members, depending upon its 
population, which is growing. 

We support this fully, and the mem- 
bers of my Cabinet, including the Attor- 
ney General, are testifying in favor of the 
need for this. 

As far as the black reporters being rec- 
ognized at press conferences, I don’t know 
many of the names of the reporters who 
serve on the White House press pool. I 
know we had a reception for them Christ- 
mas; we had, I think, 1,400 people who 
came. There are hundreds of them. And 
I try to do the best I can to spread the 
questions around. But one black reporter 
that I call on every now and then is Ed 
Bradley with CBS. And I try to spread my 
questions around. 

Q. We'll give you the names of our 
black-owned newspapers. [Laughter]. Ed 
Bradley is with CBS. 
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THE PRESIDENT. Yes, I know. 

QO. We are desirous, however, our 
black-oriented publications have an op- 
portunity to ask our President a question. 

THE Preswent. I think that’s a good 
idea. 

Q. Thank you, sir. 


HUMPHREY-HAWKINS BILL 


Q. Mr. President, I think you should 
know there are 13 members of the Na- 
tional Association of Black Journalists 
here, and we took a poll last night of what 
we consider the most critical issue of crisis 
proportions facing the black people, and 
almost unanimously it was unemploy- 
ment. And I’m asking you, are you sufh- 
ciently satisfied with the new version of 
the Humphrey-Hawkins bill that you will 
put all of your weight behind it, make it 
a top priority? 

THE PresiwEnt. Yes, I am. 


BAKKE CASE 


Q. Mr. President, the corporate world 
seems to be standing still, awaiting the 
outcome of the Bakke case and—as far as 
their affirmative actions are concerned. 
Are you doing anything at the White 
House to deal with a favorable decision, 
in this particular case, in the Bakke case? 

THE PresivENT. Well, as you know, we 
filed a brief that was prepared by the 
Solicitor General, Mr. McCree, which I 
think is compatible with what you would 
have wanted. This is the White House po- 
sition, because I personally approved the 
brief. I am not a lawyer. And the Attor- 
ney General filed it on behalf of me and 
the entire administration. 

This case is in the Supreme Court, and, 
of course, it’s a separation of powers. I 
don’t have anything to do with the Su- 
preme Court except to file a position, and 
then they rule on the ultimate case as far 
as Mr. Bakke is concerned. 
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So, I would say that now that it’s in the 
hands of the Supreme Court and we have 
filed our position, that there’s nothing ad- 
ditionally that we would do until after the 
Supreme Court rules. 

When Ms. Norton comes in a few min- 
utes—I think she’s coming after me, 
Eleanor Holmes Norton—I think she 
could tell you in more specific terms what 
the entire Federal Government agencies 
are doing to ensure that we have equal 
employment opportunities, which does 
not just apply, by the way, to Federal em- 
ployees. It applies to equal treatment and 
fair treatment in the private sector as 
well. 

Under our reorganization plan, we'll 
try to bring together those functions, con- 
centrated much more greatly under Ms. 
Norton. In the past, they've been spread 
in Commerce and Labor and HEW and 
other agencies. And so we're trying to 
focus them more clearly so that we can 
address them more effectively. 


OHIO ENERGY EMERGENCY 


Q. Back in Ohio, there’s great fear from 
the mass layoff that was talked about yes- 
terday, and we were wondering if there 
was any hope—of the layoffs expected in 
the next 2 or 3 days, some of them have 
already started. So, we were wondering— 
this really affects the black community, 
and more for the babies, so we were won- 
dering what, if anything, that we have to 
hope for, or whether or not there’s any- 
thing that you can help in this area. 

Tue PresIDENT. As you know, I’ve de- 
clared Ohio not only a disaster area, to 
give help in matters of transporting en- 
ergy materials, coal and oil and natural 
gas, but we’ve offered the services of the 
Federal agencies to help with the mainte- 
nance of law and order. 

We've tried to bring the negotiators 
back to the table. And in addition, Ohio 
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is one of the two States that I’ve declared 
an energy emergency area to let energy 
be burned more efficiently. I could answer 
your question better after I meet Gov- 
ernor Rhodes this afternoon. He will be 
here, and with the 11 other Governors, 
myself, Dr. Schlesinger, who heads up the 
Energy Department, and others, we'll 
share ideas on what we can do to mini- 
mize the damage that has already oc- 
curred and is rapidly building up among 
those who are employed. 

I know that quite often when a plant 
has to lay off 10 percent of its workers or 
15 percent of its workers, that the last 
ones hired are generally the ones laid off 
first, and quite often, because of the re- 
cent arrival of civil rights laws on the 
scene, the last ones hired are minority 
citizens and, in some instances, women. 

But we'll be discussing this around the 
same table this afternoon with the 12 Gov- 
ernors and myself. 


HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE UNITED STATES 


Q. Mr. President, we know that you’re 
very outspoken on human rights issues 
around the world. I'd like to know, really, 
what is your human rights policy for the 
United States—I’m thinking specifically 
of the Wilmington 10 case and seeing that 
that sort of thing is no longer allowed to 
continue. 

THe Presipent. Well, obviously we 
deplore any sort of violation of human 
rights or civil rights in this country. And 
I think that the basic structure of our 
courts, although sometimes it seems a 
tedious process and the delays are exces- 
sively long, justice tends to triumph ulti- 
mately. 

Our Justice Department, with the At- 
torney General, the Deputy Attorney Gen- 
eral, the Solicitor General, and others, has 
been very aggressive in trying to defend 
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those who are the victims of the viola- 
tion of civil rights. 

I understand—well, the Wilmington 
10 case has been entirely within the North 
Carolina courts. They have now filed, I 
think, a habeus corpus petition, and this 
will get the case into the Federal courts. 
Again, though, although I don’t have any 
apology to make; I think our Founding 
Fathers were correct, once the case gets in 
the court, other than the filing of brief 
papers that the judges can assess, I don’t 
have any authority over the courts them- 
selves. But we try to search out instances 
like the Bakke case, where we didn’t have 
to intervene and filed a brief on behalf of 
the proper administration of civil rights. 

As you know, the Judge in North Caro- 
lina—I’m not familiar with the details 
of the case—has made a ruling which 
many people think is not adequate, some 
think it went too far—that will let almost 
all the imprisoned people be eligible for 
parole this year. And in the meantime, 
though, the Federal courts are just now 
taking under advisement their habeus 
corpus petition. 

MINORITY OWNERSHIP IN BROADCASTING 

Q. Mr. President, secretary of National 
Association of Black-Owned Broadcasters, 
and I have several other members of the 
board sitting here with me from Savan- 
nah, all the way to New York City. We 
would like to thank you and your staff 
for your efforts in supporting minority 
ownership in broadcasting in the United 
States. However, we have a major prob- 
lem confronting us in not having the 
enabling legislation to make the proper 
funds available so that we can procure 
these facilities and would like to know 
what your plans are so far as MESBIC 
[Minority Enterprise Small Business In- 
vestment Companies] and SBA loans are 
concerned. 
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THE PresIvENT. Well, in the first place, 
our administration over this past year has 
been very concerned about the difficulty 
of black citizens and other minority groups 
in trying to acquire ownership of the elec- 
tronic media. And on behalf of the mi- 
nority citizens of our country, we have now 
filed a petition directly with the Federal 
Communications Commission, as you 
know, and I have sent a message to Con- 
gress—and Walt Wurfel or somebody can 
get you a copy of it—expressing to Con- 
gress the need to ensure that in the future 
black citizens and black citizens’ groups 
can acquire ownership and control of the 
electronic media, both television and 
radio. 

And now over a longer period of time, 
the Congress will evolve and pass legis- 
lation. In the meantime, though, we are 
moving as aggressively as possible with the 
FCC under a Justice Department petition 
filed on my behalf to expedite the process. 

So, you really have a two-phase effort. 
One is the Federal Communications Com- 
mission taking action under its existing au- 
thority, and the other one is the message 
to Congress that will, in the long run, 
bring about legislation, perhaps. 

Mr. WurrF EL. Thank you, sir. 

Q. One more question. 

THE PreEsIDENT. Just this question and 
I really have got to be on time for the 
next meeting. 


SELECTION OF FEDERAL J UDGES ; ETHIOPIA- 
SOMALIA CONFLICT 


Q. Just two quick ones. One, I’m from 
Philadelphia; the Marston affair is still in 
the news. The question is, did you or Mr. 
Bell meet with Senator Eastland any time 
after your election and agree to take the 
selection of Federal judges out of the pa- 
tronage process, but leave the selection of 


U.S. attorneys in the patronage process? 
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And the second question is, what do 
you plan to do about the situation re- 
garding Ethiopia and Somalia. Will there 
be any transfer of arms to Somalia di- 
rectly or indirectly, perhaps from Iran? 

Tue Presipent. I met with Senator 
Eastland at the Governor’s mansion in 
Georgia after I was elected. And we dis- 
cussed with him my desire to have Fed- 
eral judges appointed on a merit system 
basis. 

He pointed out to us what we already 
knew, and that is that historically, the 
United States Senators in States had been 
the ones to put forward names of judges 
to be appointed. We informed Senator 
Eastland that the circuit judges, the ones 
that come from several States, that we 
would set up immediately, when I be- 
came President, screening committees to 
make sure that they gave me the names 
of the five most qualified people before 
I made the selection. 

We now have a screening commission 
set up in every one of the circuits in the 
Nation. Neither Senator Eastland nor I 
have the authority to remove, against 
their will, the historical right of Senators 
to participate in the district judgeships. 
But we have encouraged the Members of 
the Senate—I’ve written handwritten let- 
ters to every Democratic Senator—to do 
so, and I think now in 18 States, these 
merit selection commissions have already 
been set up. 

There was never any discussion at all 
about U.S. attorneys. 

And the other question is, we don’t in- 
tend to send arms to either side. We’ve 
called on Somalia to withdraw from 
Ethiopian territory, out of the Ogaden 
area. 

The Somali Government position, you 
know, is that these are not Somali troops, 
but they are independent groups who 
went in to protect citizens of Somali heri- 
tage who lived in Ethiopia. 
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And we’ve also let Ethiopia know that 
we would consider it a very serious breach 
of peace, endangering even worldwide 
peace, if they should cross the Somali bor- 
der in their counterattack. 

I have hopes that this will not be the 
case, and we hope also that the OAU, 
the Organization of African Unity, will 
play a more forceful role in bringing 
Ethiopia and Somalia together. 

The Ethiopians said they will not ne- 
gotiate until Somalia is off their territory 
and the Somalis are willing to negotiate 
on what to do about the Ogaden area. 
But we do not intend to send weapons to 
Somalia or Ethiopia. 

Well, let me thank you. We covered a 
lot of points. 

NOTE: The interview began at 1 p.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. Walter W. 
Wurfel is Deputy Press Secretary. 

The transcript of the interview was released 

on February 17. 


United States Mint at Denver 
Nomination of Evelyn T. Davidson To Be 


Superintendent. February 17, 1978 


The President today announced that he 
will nominate Evelyn T. Davidson, of 
Denver, Colo., to be Superintendent of 
the U.S. Mint in Denver. She would re- 
place Betty Higby, who has resigned. 

Davidson was born May 16, 1921, in 
Hearne, Tex. From 1964 to 1967, she was 
chief clerk and administrative officer of 
the Colorado House of Representatives. 

From 1967 to 1971, she was adminis- 
trative assistant to Mark Hogan, Lieu- 
tenant Governor of Colorado. She was 
owner and operator of a legislative re- 
porting service which analyzed legisla- 
tion in the Colorado General Assembly 
from 1971 to 1974. 

From 1974 to 1977, Davidson was chief 
clerk and administrative officer of the 


Feb. 17 


Colorado House of Representatives. She 
is currently a staff assistant to Ruben Val- 
dez, minority leader in the Colorado 
House of Representatives. 


Interstate Commission on the 
Potomac River Basin 


Appointment of Alvin R. Morris as a 
Member. February 17, 1978 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Alvin R. Morris, of Berwyn, 
Pa., as a member of the Interstate Com- 
River Basin. He 
replaces Daniel Snyder III, who has 
resigned. 

Morris was born July 17, 1935. He re- 
ceived a B.A. from Lafayette College in 
1957, and an M.S. in microbiology 
(1959) and Ph. D. in biology (1963) 
from Lehigh University. 


mission on the Potomac 


Morris began work with the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Program in 1963 
as a biologist, and then served as tech- 
nical director of the Delaware Estuary 
Comprehensive Study and director of the 
planning branch of Edison Water Quality 
Management Laboratory. In 1970 he be- 
came Assistant Regional Administrator 
for Management for Region II of the 
Environmental Protection Agency, and in 
1973 he became Deputy Regional Ad- 
ministrator of the Region III office of 
EPA in Philadelphia. 


National Health Resources 
Advisory Committee 


Appointment of Francis A. L’Esperance, Jr., 
asa Member. February 17, 1978 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Francis A. L’Esperance, Jr., 
of Englewood, N.J., as a member of the 
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National Health Resources Advisory 
Committee. He replaces John Venable, 
deceased. 

L’Esperance, 45, is an associate profes- 
sor of clinical ophthalmology at Columbia 
University College of Physicians and Sur- 
geons and an associate attending opthal- 
mologist at Columbia-Presbyterian Med- 
ical Center. He is president of the Oph- 
thalmic Research Foundation and a gov- 
ernor of the American College of 
Surgeons. 


National Brotherhood Week, 
February 19-25, 1978 


Message of the President. 
February 17, 1978 


I have said on many occasions that gov- 
ernment cannot solve all of the critical 
problems we face. Our ability to sur- 
mount these challenges of modern life 
depends greatly on the selflessness, gener- 
osity and resilience of our spirit as a 
people. 

In the earliest days of our history when 
there was little organized government, 
everything often depended on the willing- 
ness of individuals to help each other, to 
work together as brothers for the common 
good. The observance of National 
Brotherhood Week focuses on the value of 
such personal commitment. It gives us a 
chance to look with pride on a heritage 
that was profoundly strengthened and 
enriched by it, and it encourages us to 
revitalize and expand it in our family, 
community and national life today. 


Be it the day-to-day plight of the poor, 
the elderly, the sick or the disadvantaged ; 
be it an unexpected disaster or misfor- 
tune—there are endless opportunities for 
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us to show our kindness and goodwill 
toward those in need. 

Inspired by the courage, compassion 
and unselfish perseverance of our fore- 
bears, let us join with the National Con- 
ference of Christians and Jews in making 
this Brotherhood Week the rallying point 
of a renewed commitment to accept freely 
and fully our individual responsibilities 
as members of a democratic societv. 


Jummy CarTER 


Department of Agriculture 


Nomination of P. R. “Bobby” Smith To Be 
an Assistant Secretary. February 17, 1978 


The President today announced that he 
will nominate P. R. “Bobby” Smith, of 
Winder, Ga., to be an Assistant Sec- 
retary of Agriculture. His area of respon- 
sibility would be market and consumer 
affairs, and he would replace Robert 
Meyer, resigned. 

Smith was born February 25, 1925, in 
Winder, Ga. He served in the U.S. Air 
Force during World War II. 

From 1948 to 1977, Smith was self- 
employed as president and general man- 
ager of Smith Farms, Smith Seed & Gin 
Co., Smith Bonded Warehouse, and Pied- 
mont Acid Delinting. He served as vice 
president of the Georgia Farm Bureau 
Federation, president of the Georgia 
Seedsmen Association, and president of 
the Southern Cotton Growers Association. 
He was also on the board of regents of 
the University Systems of Georgia. 

Since 1977 Smith has been Special As- 
sistant to the Secretary of Agriculture. He 
serves on the Agriculture Department’s 
Agriculture and Energy Policy Group, on 
the Peanut Task Force, and as Chairman 
of the Tobacco Task Force. 





Administration cf Jimmy Carter, 1978 


Vice President Mondale’s Trip 
to the Pacific Area 


Statement by the President Announcing the 
Trip. February 17, 1978 


Since my schedule will not permit me 
to travel to the Pacific area during 1978, 
I have asked Vice President Mondale to 
serve as my personal representative on a 
trip to this region in mid-April. 

The Vice President will visit New Zea- 
land, Australia, Indonesia, Thailand, and 
the Philippines, in that order. His mis- 
sion underscores the importance my ad- 
ministration attaches to this region of the 
world where we retain vital security in- 
terests and where we have very large and 
rapidly growing commercial ties. 

The Vice President will discuss our se- 
curity and economic relations with our 
ANZUS partners during his stops in Well- 
ington and Canberra. His visits to Ja- 
karta, Bangkok, and Manila will enable 
us to strengthen our links with the na- 


tions of ASEAN. 





Digest of Other 


White House Announcements 


The following listing includes the 
President’s daily schedule and other items 
of general interest as announced by the 
White House Press Office during the pe- 
riod covered by this issue. Events and an- 
nouncements printed elsewhere in the 
issue are not included. 


February 12 


The President returned to the White 
House after a weekend stay at Camp 
David, Md. 


February 13 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—Zhbigniew Brzezinski, Assistant to the 
President for National Security Af- 
fairs; 

—Frank B. Moore, Assistant to the 
President for Congressional Liaison; 

—the Cabinet. 


February 14 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—Dr. Brzezinski; 

Mr. Moore; 

—Representative John Brademas of 
Indiana; 

—Adm. Stansfield Turner, Director of 
Central Intelligence, Hamilton Jor- 
dan, Assistant to the President, and 
Dr. Brzezinski; 

—Secretary of Agriculture Bob S. Berg- 

land and representatives of farm or- 
ganizations ; 
Secretary of Labor F. Ray Marshall, 
Secretary of Energy James R. Schle- 
singer, and other administration offi- 
cials to discuss the coal strike. 

The President attended a White House 
reception for members of the Finance 
Council of the Democratic National Com- 
mittee. 

The 


listing 


White House released manifests 
passengers who have flown on 
White House authorized military aircraft 
from July 1, 1977, to January 6, 1978. The 
lists were sent to Representative Jack 
Brooks, chairman of the Legislation and 
National Security Subcommittee of the 
House Committee on Government Opera- 
tions, and were made available for inspec- 
tion by the press. 


February 15 


The President met at the White House 
with: 
—Dr. Brzezinski; 
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—Mr. Moore; 

—Representative Jonathan B. Bingham 

of New York; 

—Representative Dante B. Fascell of 

Florida; 

—Secretary Marshall to discuss the 

coal strike; 

—Mres. Carter, for lunch; 

—Representative Dan Rostenkowski of 

Illinois ; 

—Senator James B. Allen of Alabama. 

In a ceremony in the Oval Office, the 
President was awarded the Silver Buffalo, 
the highest award of the Boy Scouts of 
America for noteworthy service to youth. 
The President also received the Boy 
Scouts’ 1978 Report to the Nation. 

The White House announced that the 
President has extended an invitation to 
Prime Minister Menahem Begin of Israel 
to meet with him in Washington. It is an- 
ticipated that the Prime Minister will 
come at a mutually convenient time in the 
early part of March. 

In a ceremony in the Oval Office, the 
President received diplomatic credentials 
from Ambassadors Jean-Daniel Mam- 
bouka of the Gabonese Republic, Iulia 
Toma of Western Samoa, Ashari Danu- 
dirdjo of Indonesia, and Konstantin Nico- 
lou Grigorov of Bulgaria. 

The President has amended his Feb- 
ruary 10 declaration of a major disaster 
for Massachusetts because of damage 
caused by coastal flooding, beginning 
about February 6, to include damage 
caused by high winds and tidal surge, be- 
ginning about February 6. In addition, 
this amendment also authorizes the provi- 
sion of Federal assistance to individuals 
only, as authorized by Public Law 93- 
288, for damages resulting from snow and 
ice, beginning about February 6, in the 
eight counties previously designated as eli- 
gible for Federal assistance by the Admin- 
istrator of the Federal Disaster Assistance 
Administration under the President’s 


February 10 major disaster declaration. 
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The President declared a major disas- 
ter for the State of California as a result 
of severe storms, high tides, wave action, 
high winds, mudslides, and flooding, be- 
ginning about February 5, which caused 
extensive public and private property 
damage. 

The President met in the Roosevelt 
Room at the White House with officials 
of the Department of Labor, the United 
Mine Workers, and the Bituminous Coal 
Operators of America, who were recom- 
mencing negotiations on the coal strike. 


February 16 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—Dr. Brzezinski; 
—Mr. Moore; 
—Foreign Minister Moshe Dayan of 
Israel ; 
James T. McIntyre, Jr., Director- 
designate of the Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget; 
a group of administration officials 
and 12 State Governors, to discuss 
steps that have been taken and can 
be taken to alleviate hardships re- 
sulting from a lack of settlement of 
the coal strike. 
February 17 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—Secretary of State Cyrus R. Vance, 
Mr. Jordan, and Dr. Brzezinski; 
—Dr. Brzezinski; 
-Samuel L. Evans, president of the 
American Foundation for Negro 
Affairs ; 
—Charles L. Schultze, Chairman of 
the Council of Economic Advisers. 
The President has declared a major 
disaster for the State of Rhode Island as a 
result of snow and ice, beginning about 
February 6, for the purpose of implement- 
ing those programs of Federal agencies 
that provide assistance to individuals only, 
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as authorized by the Disaster Relief Act 

of 1974, Public Law 93-288. 

‘ The President has declared a major dis- 
aster for the State of New Hampshire as 
a result of high winds, tidal surge, and 
coastal flooding, beginning about Feb- 
ruary 6, for the purpose of providing 
assistance to State and local governments 
and individuals. The President also deter- 
mined that the damage resulting from 
snow and ice, beginning about February 6, 
is sufficient to warrant implementation of 
those programs of Federal agencies that 
provide assistance to individuals only, as 
authorized by the Disaster Relief Act of 
1974, Public Law 93-288. 

The President declared a major disaster 
for the State of Maine as a result of high 
winds, tidal surge, and coastal flooding, 
beginning about February 7, for the pur- 
pose of providing assistance to State and 
local governments and individuals. The 
President also determined that the dam- 
age resulting from snow and ice, begin- 
ning about February 7, is sufficient to 
warrant implementation of those pro- 
grams of Federal agencies that provide 
assistance to individuals only, as author- 
ized by the Disaster Relief Act of 1974, 
Public Law 93-288. 

The President left the White House for 
a trip to Rhode Island, Maine, and New 
Hampshire. 





NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or nomi- 
nations of Foreign Service officers. 


Submitted February 13, 1978 


Goria CusuMANO JiMENEz, of North Caro- 
lina, to be Federal Insurance Administrator, 
Department of Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment (new position). 

Les.iz Lazar Kanuk, of New Jersey, to be a 
Federal Maritime Commissioner for the term 
expiring June 30, 1981, vice Clarence Morse, 
term expired. 


NOMINATIONS—Continued 
Submitted February 13—Continued 
The following-named persons to be members of 
the Board of Directors of the Overseas Pri- 
vate Investment Corporation for terms ex- 
piring December 17, 1979: 
James M. Friepman, of Ohio, vice Gus- 
tave M. Hauser, resigned. 
RicHarp R. Swann, of Florida, vice 
James A. Suffridge, term expired. 


Submitted February 15, 1978 
ELLEN B. Burns, of Connecticut, to be United 


States District Judge for the District of Con- 
necticut, vice M. Joseph Blumenfeld, retired. 


Submitted February 17, 1978 

Rocer Kirk, of the District of Columbia, 
a Foreign Service officer of Class one, to be 
the Deputy Representative of the United 
States of America to the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, with the rank of 
Ambassador. 

Evetyn T. Davipson, of Colorado, to be Su- 
perintendent of the Mint of the United 
States at Denver, vice Betty Higby, resigned. 

RosBert W. Sweet, of New York, to be United 
States District Judge for the Southern Dis- 
trict of New York, vice Inzer B. Wyatt, 
retired. 

James V. Serio, Jr., of Louisiana, to be United 
States Marshal for the Eastern District of 
Louisiana for the term of 4 years, vice Ollie 
Lee Canion, resigned. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed dur- 
ing the period covered by this issue, are not 
included in the issue. 


Released February 14, 1978 


Fact sheet: summary of Federal actions in re- 
sponse to the New England storm emer- 
gencies 

News conference: on Federal actions in re- 
sponse to the New England storm emer- 
gencies—by Gregory S. Schneiders, Direc- 
tor, White House Projects 

Announcement: nomination of Ellen B. Burns 
to be United States District Judge for the 
District of Connecticut 
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CHECKLIST—Continued 

Released February 16, 1978 

Announcement: 
Serio, Jr., to be United States Marshal for 
the Eastern District of Louisiana 

Released February 17, 1978 

Announcement: nomination of Robert W. 
Sweet to be United States District Judge 
for the Southern District of New York 


nomination of James V. 





ACTS APPROVED BY 

THE PRESIDENT 

Approved February 14, 1978 

Pt ROS OCB eae ~ Public Law 95-229 


An act to provide for the striking of a na- 
medal 


tennial of an outstanding historic event or 


tional to commemorate the bicen- 


personality during 1777. 


ACTS APPROVED—Continued 
Approved February 15, 1978 
Public Law 95-230 

An act to authorize the Secretary of the 
Interior to contract with the Middle Rio 
Grande Conservancy District of New Mex- 
ico for the payment of operation and 
maintenance charges on certain Pueblo In- 
dian lands. 

H.R. 5798 Public Law 95-231 
An act to amend the Interstate Commerce 
Act to authorize appropriations for the Of- 


fice of Rail Public Counsel for fiscal year 
1978. 

Approved February 17, 1978 

S. 1509 Public Law 95-232 
An act to provide for the return to the 
United States of title to certain lands con- 
veyed to certain Indian pueblos of New 
Mexico and for such land to be held in trust 
by the United States for such tribes. 





Editor’s Note 


Note Concerning the Closing Time of This Issue 


The President left the White House on Friday afternoon, 
February 17, for a trip to Rhode Island, Maine, and New 
Hampshire. Releases issued on the trip will be printed next 
week. 
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